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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination filed on July 
31, 2006, in which claims 1, 2, 5-22, 25-33 and 36-49 are presented for further examination. 

Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 31, 2006 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed on July 31, 2006 complies with the 
provisions of M.P.E.P 609. It has been placed in the application file. The information referred to 
therein has been considered as to the merits. 

Priority 

4. Applicant's claim for the benefit of the US Provisional application no. 60/288,087 and 
Application No. 60/285,524 is acknowledged. Applicants have not complied with one or more 
conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing date of the provisional application as 
follows: because the inventive entity of the provisional application No. 60/288,087 and 
Application No. 60/285,524 is different. Neither Shawn P. Delany nor Sajeed Amed is an 
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inventor of the provisional Application no. 60/258,087. At least Shawn P. Delany is not part of 
the provisional Application No. 60/285,524. Therefore, the pending application can not claim 
benefit of the provisional applications. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and usefiil process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 22, 25-32 and 46-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter, specifically, as directed to an abstract idea. 
Claims 22, 25-32 and 46-47 in view of MPEP section 2106 IV.B.2. (b) define non-statutory 
processes because they merely manipulate an abstract idea. More specifically, claim 22 recite a 
one or more processor readable storage devices having processor readable code embodies 
therein". Such limitations of the claims are just an abstract idea without having a computer 
system that couples to the processor to cause the processor to execute the processor readable 
codes. Therefore, claims 22, 25-32 and 46-47 are directed to an abstract idea that is not tied to a 
technological art, environment or machine which would produce a concrete and usefiil result to 
form the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1, 2, 5-22, 25-33 and 36-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Shandony US Patent no. 6,675,261 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived fi-om the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 3 7 CFR 1.131. 

As to claim 1, Shandony discloses an Identity Systems that provides for the creation, removal, 
editing and other management of identity information stored in various types of data stores. Such 
identity information of Shandony pertains to users, groups, organizations and/or things, wherein 
for each entry in the data store, a set of attributes is stored. The Identity System of Shandony can 
also manage access privileges that govern the subject matter an entity can view, create, modify 
or use in the Identity System. In particular, Shandony discloses the claimed "creating a first entry 
for said Identity System, said first entry includes a first set of attributes based on a first set of one 
or more classes" by building a tree structure in which the nodes are groups that contains the user 
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as a member (col.7, lines 33-45; col.l6, lines 45-58; col.33, lines 30-60; col.34, lines 5-26; 
col.37, lines 30-64); and "removing a subset of said first set of attributes fi-om said entry after 
said step of creating said first entry wherein removing the subset of said first set of attributes 
comprises removing a first auxiliary class of one or more auxiliary classes associated with said 
subset of said first set of attributes and removing auxiliary classes that are superior to said first 
auxiliary class and that are not superior to any auxiliary classes that remain part of said entr/' by 
having the ability to add, remove fi-om an existing group at runtime provides greater flexibility in 
defining the content for groups, and then removal of an auxiliary class to provide a means to bulk 
delete a set of attributes, wherein such a removed auxiliary class will delete all attributes for the 
removed class (col.36, lines 55-65; col.38, lines 23-40; col.39, lines 18-58; col.40, lines 10-65; 
col.41, lines 8-32). 

As to claim 2, discloses the claimed "wherein said first set of one or more classes includes a 
structural class and a first set of one or more auxiliary classes" (col.36, lines 55-65; col.38, lines 
23-40; col.39, lines 18-58; col.40, lines 10-65; col.41, lines 8-32). 

As to claim 5, discloses the claimed "wherein said subset of said first set of attributes includes 
data stored in said attributes; and said step of removing a subset of said first set of attributes 
includes removing said data" (col.39, lines 18-58; col.40, lines 10-65; col.41, lines 23-32). 

As to claim 6, discloses the claimed "identifying a set of auxiliary classes in a user interface 
(col.41, lines 10-21); and "removing said selected one or more of said auxihary classes" (col.40, 
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lines 10-65; col.41, lines 8-32). 

As to claim 7, discloses the claimed "wherein said step of removing a subset of said first set of 
attributes includes the steps of identifying a set of attributes in a user interface (col.34, lines 5- 
25); receiving a selection of said subset of said first set of attributes via said user interface 
(col.35, lines 8-18); and removing said subset of said first set of attributes from said entry 
(col.37, lines 5-8). 

As to claim 8, discloses the claimed "adding new attributes to said entry after said step of 
creating" (col.35, line 65-col.36, line 8). 

As to claim 9, discloses the claimed "wherein said step of adding new attributes includes adding 
one or more auxiliary classes associated with said new attributes to said entry" (col.39, lines 36- 
65). 

As to claim 10, discloses the claimed "wherein said step of adding new attributes includes the 
Steps of: adding one or more auxiliary classes associated with said new attributes to said 
Entry (col.39, lines 18-58); and "adding classes to said entry that are not aheady part of said 
entry and are superior to said one or more auxiliary classes associated with said new attributes" 
(col.40, lines 40-65). 
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As to claim 11, discloses the claimed "wherein said step of adding new attributes includes the 
steps of: identifying a set of auxiliary classes in a user interface (col.39, lines 18-58); receiving a 
selection of one or more of said auxiUary classes via said user interface (col.39, lines 18-58); and 
adding said selected one or more of said auxiliary classes (col.40, lines 40-65). 

As to claim 12, discloses the claimed "wherein said step of removing a subset of said first set of 
attributes includes the steps of: identifying a set of attributes in a user interface (col.35, lines 8- 
16); receiving a selection of said new attributes via said user interface (col.35, line 65-col.36, 
line 8); and adding one or more auxiliary classes associated with said new attributes to said entry 
(col.39, lines 18-58). 

As to claim 13, discloses the claimed "wherein said steps of creating, adding and removing are 
performed by an integrated identity and access system (col.36, lines 55-65); and "said an 
integrated identity and access system is capable of evaluating said new attributes to authorize a 
user to access a resource" (col.37, lines 10-50). 

As to claimed 14, discloses the claimed "wherein said entry is a group entry (col.35, lines 8-50); 
and at least one of said new attributes stores a rule defining dynamic membership for said group 
entry (col.37, lines 10-64). 
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As to claim 15, discloses the claimed "wherein said entry is a group entry (col.35, lines 8-50); 
and at least one of said new attributes stores a subscription policy for said group entry (col.37, 
lines 10-64). 

As to claim 16, discloses the claimed "wherein said steps of creating and removing are 
performed by an integrated identity and access system" (col.36, lines 55-65). 

As to claim 17, discloses the claimed "wherein said entry is a group object; and said step of 
creating includes instantiating said group object" (col.39, lines 60-67). 

As to claim 18, discloses the claimed "wherein said step of removing includes a step of removing 
one or more auxiliary classes from said group object, said one or more auxiliary classes are 
associated with said subset of said first set of attributes" (col.40, lines 4-35). 

As to claim 19, discloses the claimed "wherein said step of removing one or more auxiliary 
classes from said group object includes the steps of: removing a first auxiliary class associated 
with said subset of said first set of attributes; and removing classes that are superior to said first 
auxiliary class and that are not superior to any auxiliary classes that remain part of said entry 
(col.40, hnes 42-65). 



Application/Control Number: 09/997,409 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2162 

As to claim 20, discloses the claimed "adding new attributes to said entry after said step of 
creating, said step of adding new attributes includes adding one or more auxiliary classes 
associated with said new attributes to said entry" (col.40, lines 10-35; col.39, lines 20-34). 

As to claim 21, discloses the claimed 'Svherein said group object is stored in an LDAP directory" 
(col.37, lines 10-50; col.38, lines 23-32). 

As to claim 44, discloses the claimed "wherein removing classes that are superior to said first 
auxiliary class and that are not superior to any other classes that remain part of said entry 
fiirther comprises iteratively removing classes that are superior to said first auxiliary class and 
that are not superior to any other classes that remain part of said entry" (col.40, lines 40-65). 

As to claim 45, discloses the claimed "wherein iteratively removing classes that are superior to 
said first auxiliary class and that are not superior to any other classes that remain part of said 
entry continues to a root class" (col.40, lines 40-65). 

As to claims 22, 25-32 and 46-47: 

Claims 22, 25-32 and 46-47 are processor readable storage device containing instruction for 
executing the method of claims 1, 2-, 5-21 and 44-45 above. They are, therefore rejected under 
the same rationale. 
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As to claims 33, 36-43 and 48-49: 

Claims 33, 36-43 and 48-49 are apparatuses for performing the method of claims 1, 2-, 5-21 and 
44-45 above. They are, therefore rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
inanner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1, 2, 5, 8-15, 17-22, 25-33 and 36-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Madan et al. (US 6748374) (Madan) in view of Pinard et al. (US 
5940834). 

As claims 1,12 and 33, Madan discloses: A method, one or more processor and an apparatus for 
modifying entries in an Identity System, comprising the steps of: creating a first entry for said 
Identity System, said first entry includes a first set of attributes based on a first set of one or more 
classes (col. 14, lines 40 to col. 15, Unes 2, Madan); and removing a subset of said first set of 
attributes fi-om said entry after said step of creating said first entry (col. 15, lines 25-42, Madan). 
In addition, Madan discloses: a communication interface (1918, fig. 19, Madan) one or more 
processors (1904, fig. 19, Madan). Wherein removing the subset of said first set of attributes 
comprises removing a. first auxiliary class of one or more auxiliary classes associated with said 
subset of said first set of attributes (col. 15, lines 58-64,Madan). However, Madan didn't 
disclose: removing auxiliary classes that are superior to said first auxiliary class and {that are not 
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superior to any auxiliary classes that remain part of said entry. On the other hand, Pinard 
discloses: removing auxiliary classes that are superior to said first auxiliary class and that are not 
superior to any auxiliary classes that remain part of said entry (col. 5, lines 11-16 and col. 6, lines 
5 1 -67, Pinard). Thus, at the time invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to include the step for removing auxiliary classes that are superior to said 
first auxiliary class and that are not superior to any auxiliary classes that remain part of said entry 
in the system of Madan as taught by Pinard. The motivation being to enable the system provide 
the program to remove unwanted the class of items and the database table relating to that class of 
items and regenerated the database so the removing class does not appear on the parent web page 
(or database or directory). 

As to claims 2, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. 
In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said first set of one or more classes includes a 
structural class and a first set of one or more auxiliary classes (col. 15, lines 35-42, Madan). 

As to claim 17, 28 and 39, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 1,22, 33 above. In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said entry is a group object 
(col. 11, lines 25-52, Madan); and said step of creating includes instantiating said group object 
(col. 1 1, lines 25-52, Madan). 
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As to claims 18, 29 and 40, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 1,17, 22, 28, 33 and 39, above, hi addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said step of 
removing includes a step of removing one or more auxiliary classes from said entry, said one or 
more auxiliary classes are associated with said subset of said first set of attributes (col. 15, lines 
46-47, Madan). 

As to claims 19, 30 and 41, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 3, 18, 29 and 40, above. In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein said step of 
removing one or more auxiUary classes from said entry includes the steps of: removing a first 
auxiliary class associated with said subset of said fu-st set of attributes (col. 15, lines 46-47, 
Madan); and removing auxihary classes that are superior to said first auxiUary class and that are 
not superior to any auxiliary classes that remain part of said entry (col. 15, lines 50 to col. 16, 
lines 2~ Madan). 

As to claim 5, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. 
In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said subset of said first set of attributes includes 
data stored in said attributes (col. 15, lines 40-44, Madan); and said step of removing a subset of 
said first set of attributes includes removing said data (col. 15, lines 45 to coi. 16, lines 2). 

As to claim 8, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. 
In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: fiirther comprising the step of: adding new attributes to said 
entry after said step of creating (col. 14, hues 40 to col. 15, lines 2, Madan). 
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As to claim 9, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claim 8 above. 
In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said step of adding new attributes includes adding 
one or more auxiliary classes associated with said new attributes to said entry (col. 13, lines 15- 
47, Madan). 

As to claims 25 and 36, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection of 
claim 8 above. It is therefore rejected as above. 

As to claims 10, 26 and 37, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 8, 25 and 36, above. In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein said step of adding 
new attributes includes the steps of: adding one or more auxiliary classes associated with said 
new attributes to said entry (col. 14, lines 40 to col. 15, lines 2, Madan); and adding classes to 
said entry that are not aheady part of said entry and are superior to said one or more auxiliary 
classes associated with said new attributes (col. 14, lines 40 to col. 15, lines 2, Madan). 

As to claim 12, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claims 7 and 
10 above. It is therefore rejected as above. 

As to claims 14, 28 and 39, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 8, 22 and 33, above. In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said entry is a group 
entry (col. 1 1, lines 25-52, Madan); and at least one of said new attributes stores a rule defining 
dynamic membership for said group entry (col. 11, lines 25-52, Madan). 
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As to claim 15, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claim 8 above. 
In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said entry is a group entry; and at least one of said 
new attributes stores a subscription policy for said group entry (col. 1 1, lines 25-52, Madan). 

Regarding claims 20, 31 and 42, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the 
rejection of claims 17, 28 and 39, above. In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: further comprising 
the step of: adding new attributes to said entry after said step of creating, said step of adding new 
attributes includes adding one or more auxiliary classes associated with said new attributes to 
said entry (col. 14, lines 40 to col. 15, lines 2, Madan). 

As to claim 21, 32 and 43-49, all the hmitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection 
of claims 17, 28 and 39, above. In addition, Madan/Pinard discloses: wherein: said group object 
is stored in an LDAP directory (col. 12, lines 60 to col. 13, lines 7, Madan). 

11. Claims 6, 7 and 16 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Madan et al. (US 6748374) (Madan) in view of Pinard et al. (US 5940834) and further in view 
of Desgranges et al. (US 6751797) (Desgranges). 
As to claim 6, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. 
However, Madan/Pinard didn't discloses: wherein said step of removing a subset of said first set 
of attributes includes the steps of: identifying a set of auxiliary classes in a user interface; 
receiving a selection of one or more of said auxiliary classes via said user interface. On the other 
hand, Desgranges discloses: wherein said step of removing a subset of said fu^st set of attributes 
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includes the steps of: identifying a set of auxiliary classes in a user interface (col. 6, lines 66 to 
col. 7, lines 22, Desgranges); receiving a selection of one or more of said auxiliary classes via 
said user interface (col. 6, lines 66 to col. 71 lines 22, Desgranges). Thus, at the time invention 
was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include wherein 
said step of removing a subset of said first set of attributes includes the steps of: identifying a set 
of auxiliary classes in a user interface and receiving a selection of one or more of said auxiliary 
classes via said user interface in the system of Madan/Pinard as taught by Desgranges. The 
motivation being to enable the system provided a method consist of transforming the entry seen 
by the client into an LDAP entry through the home interface in order to create delete and modify 
or search in the LDAP directory. In addition, Madan/Pinard/Desgranges discloses: removing said 
selected one or more of said auxiHary classes (col. 9, lines 65 to col. 10, lines 4, Madan). 

As to claim 7, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of claim 1 above. 
In addition, Madan/Pinard/Desgranges discloses: wherein said step of removing a subset of said 
first set of attributes includes the steps of: identifying a set of attributes in a user interface (col. 6, 
lines 66 to col. 7, lines 22, Desgranges); receiving a selection of said subset of said first set of 
attributes via said user interface (col. 6, lines 66 to col. 7, lines 22, Desgranges); and removing 
said subset of said first set of attributes fi-om Said entry (col. 14, lines 11-37, Madan). 
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As to claims 13, 27 and 38, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 8, 22 and 33 above, respectively, wherein: said steps of creating, adding and removing are 
performed by an integrated identity and access system (col. 9, lines 64 to col. 10, lines 65, 
Desgranges); and said an integrated identity and access system is capable of evaluating said new 
attributes to authorize a user to access a resource (col. 7, lines 64 to col. 8, lines 15, Desgranges). 

As to claim 16, all the limitations of these claims have been noted in the rejection of claims 1 and 
6 above. It is therefore rejected as above. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean M. Corrielus whose telephone number is (571) 272-4032. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 10 hours shift. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 



1000. 
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